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He shows the part played by the Jews of the dispersion in this
soteriokgical movement, a vague and broad harmonization of the
dreams of all the enthusiasts who looked forward to " the fulness
of the times" In these sects, these exclusive circles which " be-
lieved themselves to be the depositaries of absolute Truth and of
Salvation,"' we may find the true explanation of Christianity;
among these almost heretical sects, but also among the unsatisfied
Gentile masses, " the Jewish Messiah assumed the complexion of
a Soter and rose inevitably to the status of absolute divinity"
(p. 260). The Jewish seed was fertilized in Hellenistic soil, and
it was in Antioch that the Christians first received their name.
The Talmud represents the fence of recalcitrant Judaism, while
the Gospel, in so far as it reflects Jesus, expresses and completes
all the purest and most human elements in the Prophets, but in
so far as it is the work of its compilers it expresses and completes
the process of syncretism.
It would not be possible to find in historical literature a more
vivid picture or a subtler psychological study of this extraordinary
epoch.
Professor Guignebert has subjected all the sources and all
modern works on the subject to a critical analysis, while his con-
structive efforts are marked by an extreme caution. We observe
with gratitude that he never hesitates to recognize difficulties and
obscurities, and to indicate necessary reservations and unsolved
problems. " We must beware of making clear and precise state-
ments about things which often remain vague and obscure " ;
" We do not really know . . ."; " Here we must once again
confess our ignorance " ; and with regard to an open question he
says, " I much fear that it will long remain so, possibly for ever"
No historian has fulfilled his task who does not consciously
distinguish between what is established, what is probable, what may
be set aside for the time being, and what will probably never be
known: it is his first duty to make clear what is uncertain and
what is missing in his work. It is this characteristic which dis-
tinguishes scientific history from the historical romance, and even
from historical narrative.
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